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the 

Happy 4thof July! As we celebrate the birth 
of our country, Iõd like you to consider how 
well we use the freedoms our ancestors and 
now some among us have fought for.  Do we 
intelligently use the freedom of assembly and 
press?  Do we exercise freedom of (not from!) 
religion?  What principles will we use to 
guide our voting on Election Day, just four months from 
now? 
 

Gallons of ink has been used to discuss separation of 
Church and State.  In our country we generally consider 
this separation to be a good idea.  Few among us would 
want a national religion which would be favored over all 
others, or which would disallow the practice any other 
faith.  Certainly some immigrants to this land were 
leaving their homes because they were not allowed to 
worship as they wished.  But does having òno state 
religionó also mean that a Church should not be involved 
in the political situation?  No.  Individuals have every right 
to take the ways they were formed by their faith into the 
political forum in a peaceful, respectful way.  The Church 
has a right to make statements sharing its collective 
wisdom on issues.  The Catholic Church in particular has 
a well thought out theology of social justice and a proud 
history of defending the poor.  At times we have fallen 
short of that in some countries, but in general we do a 
pretty good job of it.  It guides our statements on 
abortion, immigration, medical care and a host of other 
issues.  A presentation of Catholic teaching is too lengthy 
for complete discussion here, but it does call us to think 
not only in terms of what benefits us, but what is for the 
common good. 
 

We are actually not so much òIndependentó as we are 
òInterdependent.ó  This is true for the various states of the 
United States, but also for people in communities, for 
human beings who share the worldõs environment, for 
parishes in the Archdiocese.  One of the guiding principals 
of the whole Archdiocesan Planning Process is to help 

improve the faith life of all people by using our resources 
(financial and personnel) better.  Since both of those are 
limited, some, perhaps everyone, will lose something of 
òtheir ownó in order to make the whole better.  Not every 
school will continue to operate.  Not every parish will 
continue to have weekend services.  As we have seen in 
our area, not every parish will have its own pastor.  
Perhaps parishes will assist each other in sharing 
personnel, meeting spaces, possibly even financially ð I 
donõt know, as I am not privy to the recommendations 
being formed now, and certainly donõt know the decisions 
the Archbishop will be making.  But I believe the process 
has been good, and the goals of meeting the spiritual 
needs of all the people as best we can are good.  I think we 
will be challenged to a greater expression of our faith, or 
lose the privilege of being a separate community of faith.  
We wonõt be allowed to coast into the sunset.  The task 
force does not want this to be a process that needs to be 
done again in five years, so there will be challenges for us 
all, as there were to the people in 1776 and at many critical 
historical moments beyond that.  Benjamin Franklin was 
reported to have said at the time that we must òhang 
together or we will all hang separately.ó  The local 
Church, the Archdiocese, will have to help one another in 
order to be a vibrant, vital Church in our area.   
 

It is not too early to begin to see who might be 
considering becoming Catholic in the coming year.  We 
use a process called RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults) to educate people about Catholicism, while also 
helping them through the process of growing in personal 
faith.  We will probably begin meeting formally in late 
September or early October.  Several people have already 
expressed interest.  There is no charge for this class.  I 
heard recently that someone had been told there was a 
substantial financial cost to becoming Catholic ð it is 
simply not true.  The classes are free, and the materials are 
also usually free.  If you have questions, ask any of the 
priests, or Tim Kiminski. 



CHURCH  D IRECTORY  2 

CHURCH OF ST. PIUS V 
410 Colvill St. W. Å P.O. Box 367 

Cannon Falls, MN 55009 
507-263-2578 

Emergency # 651-229-5189 

Parish Office 
Hours:   Monday-Friday 
                9:00 am-4:00 pm 

Office closed for lunch 11:30 am-12:30 pm. 

Fax:  507-263-8005 
E-mail:  stpiusvcf@frontiernet.net 
Website:  www.stpiusvcf.org 
Pastor:  Father Jay Kythe 
Retired: Fr. Leonard Siebenaler 

Masses 
Saturday  4:00 pm 
Sunday  7:30 am & 9:00 am 
 

Weekdays  Tuesday-Friday  8 am 
 

Confessions  Saturday 3:00-3:30 pm 
Adoration    1st Friday ~ 1 - 6 pm 

CHURCH OF 
SAINT  JOSEPH 

23955 Nicolai Ave. E. 
Hastings, MN 55033 

651-437-3526 
Emergency # 
651-229-5189 

Parish Office 
Hours:    Monday-Friday 
                  9:00 am-12:30 pm 
Fax:  651-437-3506 
E-mail: stjosephm@embarqmail.com 
Website:  stjosephm.4lpi.com 
Pastor  Father Jay Kythe 
Retired: Fr. Leonard Siebenaler 

Masses 
Saturday   6:00 pm 
Sunday       8:00 am (Latin) 
                    10:30 am 
 

Weekdays  M-5:00 pm  T-8:30 am 
                       W-5:00 pm  F-8:30 am 
 

Confessions  Saturday 5:30-5:45 pm 

CHURCH OF 
SAINT  MARY 
8433 239th St. E. 

Hampton, MN 55031 
651-437-5546 
Emergency # 
651-532-0052 

 

Parish Office 
Hours:  Monday-Friday 
                7:45-8:45 am 
Fax:  651-437-3506 
E-mail:  stmarys@hughes.net 
Website:  www.stmarysnewtrier.com 
Pastor:  Father Stan Mader 
Associate:  Father Paul Kubista 

Masses 
Sunday  8:00 am 
 

Weekdays  M  W  F -7:30 am 
 

Confessions  Saturday 9:00-9:30 am 
 

Adoration:  Monday ~  8 am - 5 pm 

CHURCH OF 
SAINT  

MATHIAS  
23315 Northfield Blvd. 
Hampton, MN 55031 

651-437-9030 
Emergency # 
651-532-0052 

Parish Office 
Hours:  Tuesday, Wednesday  
                & Thursday afternoons 
 
Fax:  651-437-3427 
E-mail: parishoffice@stmathias.com 
Website:  www.stmathias.com 
Pastor:  Father Stan Mader 
Associate:  Father Paul Kubista 

Masses 
Saturday  5:00 pm 
Sunday     6:30 pm 
 

Weekdays  T  TH  F   8:30 am 
 

Confessions  Saturday 4:00-4:30 pm 
 

Adoration: Thursday ~ 9 am - 8 pm 

CHURCH OF 
SAINT JOHN  
THE BAPTIST 
106 W. Main St.  

Vermillion, MN 55085 
651-437-5652 
Emergency # 

                       651-532-0052 

Parish Office 
Hours:  Monday & Friday 
                   afternoons 
Fax:  651-437-5652 
E-mail: stjohnscverm@bevcomm.net 
Website: stjohns-vermillion.com 
Pastor:  Father Stan Mader 
Associate:  Father Paul Kubista 

 
Masses 

Sunday  10:00 am 
 

Weekdays T & TH 6:30 pm  W8 am 
 

Confessions  Tuesday 6:00-6:30 pm 
                           Thursday  6:00-6:30 pm 
 

Please submit bulletin announcements to your Parish Secretary by 10:00 am Tuesday. 




