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COUNTING ON PURGATORY
by Father Jay Kythe

Every once in a while | enteinto a conversation, unclean can enter heaven (Rev 21:27). Therefore, the souls
| with people aboupurgatory Quite often people | in purgatory are happy, because they are assured of

are dismayed at the prospect that their loved onesalvation in heaven. This is a joyful suffering, for they are
may not be in heaven! We are tootemptedto | bei ng puri fied for heaven.
canonize the person and declare that our loved myself when | die! If you died right now, do you consider
one has definitely gotten their wingsandhas | your sel f puri fied enough fo
become an angel in heaven. Someone might argue that the blood of Christ purifies us for

First of all, the idea that we become angels in heaven aﬁetheaven by_ covering over our sinfglness. But this is clearly
we die is theologically foolish and personally very offensive!® Catholic theology nor is it Scriptural. Grace does not

God created us to be human beings, not angels. We shal® o ver us toker ad odm @gvh €eap.o
remain human persons, composite body and souls, for all grace transforms the wounded soul from within so she can

eternity, barring the obri Iié(eraéife\{vi F‘%‘:r"YeJ"f& eerqggfrgra%@thiglﬁeal I
without bodies, that is, the time between our death not depraved by sin. Therefore, purgatory s!mply makes
(separation of body and soul) to the time of the resurrectioﬁenste' If you bellev? that your Iovtedhone IS mdheavep ?nd b
of our bodies (when we shall receive glorified bodies). Wh 9 h P uWr 9 ? ﬁ? rMy ' ¢ tﬁ n h ono i |
do we want to become angels? Besides the fact that angel m or her. Vve only ofier Viasses 1or (Nose whom we wan
are entirely a different species, we tend to consider t0 assist getting into heaven. Besides Masses, the Church

humanity as too fallen, so it is understandable that we Wan?::r?arneg;g]:]k?gr?asl fa(l)?]ti%\ggg’d'niﬂgemnggfb?gﬁ v;(;r\lfvseof
to be elevated to something better. The good news is that? : ’ pray

God wi || remove and heal ofﬁrt”t]?m’rg]?ylc?g He [e‘?gng E/?/r ﬁ%tgo’ rwgtgﬁpeiciallgfgr
human persons made in His image and likeness that He us at the hour ot our death as weil.
intended in the first pl acSomeofygugnighieotbg lkappg hecawse!@rd notqaoting e

angel s. Thatos just pl ai nendughstriptusetherestassgpport theconweptioffourgptenyy s
will be likethe angels in heaven, that is acceptable. | am| Besides the fact that an atheist and the devil can quote
personally happy simply being human for all eternity. Scripture, usually better th

that in a previous article, | would rather use our &peen

reason to figure things out. There are plenty of Scriptural proof
%exts online that you can find regarding purgatory, or any
other teaching of the Church for that matter. When | googled
purgatory, | came across sites that quoted the early Church
Fathers as well, so this concept has been around for the entire

arendt?), then hell woul d ngl)zﬁry of th§§Church. | also recommer(l)stth Cc:jateclh|§m?of theN

APk €, W
would heaven. It simply makes sense that God would have ol cfi #1038052”
a oplaced6 for our souls to be PAluholysbulséngurdatory, priydoausle n, f o

Second, we think that anything short of heaven for our
loved ones is a terrible thing. Well, yes, in one sense it is
terrible thing to miss the mark and not attain heaven
immediately after we die. But if our loved one was caught
up in the mercy of God and desired to be with Him for all
eternity, but our loved one was a sinner (how many of us
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Summer certainly is going by fast. Howactivity. Maybe we can try and not listen to music

has your summer been going? Usuallywhen we do some of these leisure activities and see
summer is a time for vacation and what happens. Maybe weddl
maybe more leisure time. There is a | turning the music off? God is still working on us in our
broad spectrum of what people |l ei sure time; God doesndt
consider o0l ei sur e|@Gvacatidhlaradnor should yego orearspiricugl vacation
to do in your leisure time? Leisure when we do something in our leisure time. If we are
should be something which refreshes jugot growing spiritually in our leisure then we will not
and helps draw us closer to God, help us grow in be refreshed spiritually. Sometimes just taking some
holiness. Pope John Paul Il said in a homily given gnquiet time and allow God to speak in the silence can be
May 12 1991 regarding tourism and leisure that free| a great way to spend our leisure time. Maybe come

time is O0a time that i s| beforetpeiBtessed Sacrarhemtrin atdohaigon ahe jusesit o
human values and the search for and contemplation aind be with our Lord.
God. o

Both our body and soul should be refreshed in our
Leisure should be something which refreshes us bothleisure time. Let us pray to God that we use our leisure
body and soul. Now when | say refreshing, it means time to truly grow in holiness, to grow closer to God
that after our | eisure Jaacntd voitthyer st.h atAsweGafdeied m oOegto
what we just did. There is a sense of accomplishmenigisurebe used properly to relax, to fortify the health of
of being uplifted and energized and generally an soul and body through spontaneous study and activity,
increase in joy. Itis not the same as being rested | through tourism which refines man's character and
because there may be times when we are refreshed earaiches him with understanding of others, through
though we are tired. Both our body and soul feel sports activity which helps to preserve equilibrium of

energized and we have a greater hope. spirit even in the community, and to establish fraternal
, . relations among men of all conditions, nations and
From of physical perspective, how are we refreshed| , 5 - ¢ 5 (GS #61) o Go d

physically? For some it may be going on a jog, riding a
bike, working in the garden, taking a walk, or
whatever. The important part is that when we are
finished, even though it may be work and hard, we
physically feel good. It would not be refreshing if we
played basketball and sprained our ankle. Our body
says that it was refreshing and in the physical realm, it
actually helps the body: strengthens the muscles,
lubricates the joints, our sweat gets rid of toxins and
other things beneficial to the body. There is a sense of
vi brancy which comes foftih. Leisure doesnot
necessarily have to be active because reading a book
helps us learn more, exercises the brain, and also
allows the body to rest if this is what it needs. | think
it is so important to understand who we are and what
refreshes our body.

Now what we do and how we do things physically wil
impact how refreshed we are spiritually. When we are
jogging or working in the garden, what are we thinking
about? Do we allow God to speak to us and the Spirit
to mold us in that activity and thus refresh us

spiritually? If we listen to music during the leisure
activity, this may hinder us from mediating on our lives
and not allow God to speak to us through that leisur
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