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We enter into May, a month where we
honor Mary in a particular way. Why Ma
It probably has to do with the way things
usually go into bloom at that time of the y4
in the Northern Hemisphere, and we see
Mary as bringing forth a Savior who gave
Life to the world. Almost every month has
some feast connected to Mary. In May the biggest is |
31, which is the feast of the Visitation. That event has
been enshrined as one of the joyful mysteries of the ro
More than just a historical event, it was the first time th
good news was preached between people. John the
Baptist, still in the womb of Elizabeth, leaps in
recognizing the presence of Jesus in the womb of Mar!
Mary and Elizabeth exchange exultant words as they
meet. But what | like most about this episode in the
Church is that it tells all of us to go to someone for
support when we need it. The angel had told Mary tha
Elizabeth was with child that it was evidence that with
God nothing is impossible. Mary, who has just had thi
incredible experience of the annunciation, now goes to
visit the only person who can help her figure out what |
happened. She shares her joys, and probably some
concerns with Elizabet® and that is a lesson for us. W
strengthen our hope and our faith by sharing them with
one another. Itis a powerful mystery, and once again
shows us that we need the Church.

The Annunciation is anothermystery good for us to
reflect upon. Not only was it the good news of a Savio
being born, but there were messages there for both M
and for us. Mary said yes, givingfei n s ketyit ben
done unto me Butolrdvegcdt
understand that it was not only that, but her firm belief
t h adthingis impossible with Gadh i ¢ h mad
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for her to say that. When | pray that decade of the rosary,

| think of ways in my life that God has made the

impossible happen. Recalling that makes it easier to say
Con s

oyeso to God. Then |

has for me that day, and prepares me to see the impossible

happen. A 20century philosopher, Ludwig
Wittgenstein scr awl &adabelieve

ma t Ow undesstanding of the world, wonderful that it

S#Yis not complete, nor will it ever be because we have a

God who is intimately involved in our lives. We walk in
mystery more than we like to thinkbut it is gloriously
lit by the grandeur of God.

God3 s Gr &nGemrd Manley Hopkins (1877)
The world is charged with the grandeur of God.
It will flame out, like shining from shook foil;
It gathers to a greatness, like the ooze of oll
Crushed. Why do men then now not reck his rod?
Generations have trod, have trod, have trod;
And all is seared with trade; bleared, smeared with toil;
And wears man3s smudge and
Is bare now, nor can foot feel, being shod.

nafnd for all this, nature is never spent;

There lives the dearest freshness deep down things;

And though the last lights off the black West went

Oh, morning, at the brown brink eastward, springs,
Because the Holy Ghost over the bent

World broods with warm breast and with ah! bright wings.

Many parishes or schools have a crowning service,

where a statue of Mary is crowned with flowers. Some

families might try praying a daily rosary together

argluring the month of May. And Sunday, Ma$ g the
gradgtional rosary procession in St. Paul. People will

grshgrigldhe State Gagitol @t 1:30 for the procession.
Next weekend i Sherblwitbear 0 s

e special blpssirsg Sor rhothers at Masses that weekend.
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Ia¥ God means that the facts of the world are not the end of
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CHURCH OF ST.PIUS V

Parish Office
Hours: Monday-Friday
9:00 arm4:00 pm
Office closed for lunch 14L3(Bamm.
Fax: 50%#2638005

Masses
Saturday 4:00 pm
Sunday 7:30 am & 9:00 am

Weekdays TuesdayFriday 8 am

410 Colvill St.| PWail épiBvci@rontiBraexnetd & énfessions Saturday 3:08:30 pm
Cannon Falls, MN 55009 Website: www.stpiusvcf.org Adoration 1st Friday —5pm
507-263-2578 Pastor: Father Jay Kythe
Emergency # 651229-5189 Retired: Fr. Leonard Siebenaler
CHURCH OF Parish Office Masses
SAINT JOSEPH | Hours: Monday-Friday Saturday 6:00 pm

23955 Nicolai Ave. E.
Hastings, MN 55033

9:00 am12:30 pm
Fax: 6514373506
E-mail: stjosephm@embargmail.cor

Sunday 8:00 am (Latin)
10:30 am

651437-3526 - SYOS! . "Weekdays M-5:00 pm 78:30 am
Emergency # Website: stjosephm.4lpi.com W-5:00 pm FB:30 am
651229-5189 Pastor Father Jay Kythe
Retired: Fr. Leonard Siebenaler | Confessions Saturday5:305:45 pm
CHURCH OF Parish Office Masses
: SAINT MARY Hours: Monday-Friday Sunday 8:00 am
ﬁ 7:458:45 am

8433 239th St. E.
Hampton, MN 55031

Fax: 6514373506
E-mail: stmarys@hughes.net

Weekdays M & F -7:30 am
Confessions Saturday9:009:30 am

05£4375540 Website: www.stmarysnewtrier.can
Emergency # : ' ' ion: ~
65]:5??2—00%2 Pastor: Father Stan Mader Adoration: Monday ~ 8 aAi pm
9522127826
CHURCH OF Parish Office Masses
SAINT Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday Saturday 5:00 pm
MATHIAS & Thursday afternoons Sunday 6:30 pm
23315 Northfield Blvd. Fax: 6514373427 Weekdays M & T-8:30 am
d Hampton, MN 55031 E-mail: oarishoff H Confessions Saturdavi:004:30
; 651437-9030 -mail: parisho |ce@st.mat ias.com Confessions Saturday4:00-4:30 pm
Website: www.stmathias.com .
Emergency # _ Adoration: Thursday ~ 9 anB pm
6515320052 Pastor: Father Stan Mader
952-2127826
CHURCH OF Parish Offi_ce Masses
SAINT JOHN | Hours: Monday & Friday Sunday 10:00 am
EI(_)IE;EV\I? '?\‘AF;I;]E;F Fax: 6514375652 Weekdays T-6:30 pm & W9 am
Vermillion, MN 55085 E- n;)al_l: §tjo_hr;lscverm@:b”t_) eveomm.nef Confessions Tuesday6:066:30 pm
651437-5652 Website: stjiohnsvermillion.com
Emeraency # Pastor: Father Stan Mader
651 5329_ 0052 9522127826

Please submit bulletin announcements to your Parish Secretary by 10:00 am Tuesday.
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Stem Cell Research

|| Last week | went to an
| excellent lecture on
Stem Cell Research,
| presented by Fr. Tad
Pacholczyk of the
National Catholic
Bioethics Center. | was deeply
impressed with his clear presentatic
on the matter and how there is
confusion around the topic.

Stem cells are used in regenerative
medicine. They are cells which can
become different kinds of cells.
Therefore, someone with permaner;
nerve damage could develop new
nerve cells, say, for spinal cord
injuries. One can envision help for
Al zhei mer ds pati
various forms of cancers or auto
immune diseases. The source of th
problem comes from how stem cell
are harvested. Controversial debat
have taken place around stem cell
research. In order to write about thi
in a small bulletin article, | have
decided to approach it from a numb
of myths promoted in the media.

Myth: Stem cells only come from
embryos. Embryonic stem cells are
only one type of stem cells, and the
come from a blastocyst (a five day ¢
embryo). Another type, embryonic
germ cells, come from embryos tha
are 59 weeks old. The first type car
be obtained through In Vitro
Fertilization (IVF), and the second
type can be obtained from abortions
or miscarriages. These two types
have moral issues surrounding it; IV
and abortions are immoral actions.
Therefore, stem cells harvested fror
these procedures are problematic.
There are other ways to harvest ste
cells: umbilical cord blood, bone
marrow, germ cells from adults, fat
from | iposucti on
this?d6), nasal ¢
reprogrammed skin cells, to name &
few. These methods are not
problematic morally, so these shoul
be used for stem cell research.

Myth: But embryonic research has
shown the most promise for
treatments using stem cells.
Actually, as of today, adult stem cells
have tackled many diseases and
problems in people. There is a
classical list of well over 70 treatment
options using adult stem cells. Can
pyou guess how many treatment
options there are for embryonic stem
cells? If you answered zero, you are
correct. Dr. Shin Ya Yamanaka, who
figured out how to reprogram skin
cells to make stem cells (induced
pluripotent stem (iPS) cells), said,
toWe candt keep d
research. There

Myth: The Catholic Church (and
istigns in general), js inst ste
gefh{ r :é]a‘rch. %Incr)et at gll.ea\%?epsfmélyg]

ewant to make sure that stem cells are
.harvested in a moral way. Thereisn
;s[porally ethical way to use embryonic
“Stem cells, simply because we are
killing one life in order to save
another. Looking at a blastocyst (five
nrday old embryo), it looks like a cluster
~of grapes. Yetitis a living human
being, who will develop a heartbeat
and eyes and legs. Aysarold man
doesndét | ook any
y When he was 5 days old, nor when he
ylavas a 5 day old blastocyst. Yet all
three images would be of the same
t person. Consider the American Bald
1 Eagle. In 1940 there was a federal la
to protect them. In fact, killing a bald
eagle or destroying one of its eggs
s would result in the same severe
penalty. If we take such steps to
Forotect the American Bald Eagle,
should we not stand up for unborn
nhuman life, the most defenseless and
silent of all people?

Mt is worth understanding this
issue, especially the moral issues
surrounding such new advances in
méddieal\sBighde € | intt® pedple t O
> ghieck dutHe ivdbdite for thét d a v
. National Catholic Bioethics Center at
www.ncbcenter.orcand click on
d Resources by Topics for more
information.
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http://www.ncbcenter.org/

