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THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD MAY 16, 2010

There is a story | was toldby a Baptist
preacher, that Jesus was walking arou
in heaven and came upon Abraham an
Moses and a few others, who asked hi
OWhere have you bg
Jesus replies that he had gone to earth
that he was born, lived a life there, taug
the people, and ultimately died on the cross and ros
from the dead. The others thought about this for a
moment, and then asked,
the things you did there, now that you are back up
here?d6 Jesus told them
dozen or so men to carry all that forward, telling ther
to go and make disciples of all nations and to baptiz
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and ¢
the Holy Spirit, which he had also sent to them. The
others thought about that for a while, and then aske
him, O0OAnd what if they
have no other plan. 6

What that tells me is that we are it. We are the ones
Jesus is depending on at this titlvere need to
assimilate the Tradition of the faith, the message of
Jesus ourselves, and pass them onto the next
generation. The feasts we celebrate this weekend 3
next are part of this whole story. The feast of the
Ascension, this weekend
resurrectional appearances (except for the
extraordinary one to Paul a few years later) and His
return to heaven. But
abandoned heréJesus has sent the Holy Spirit
(Pentecost).

These mysteries of the Churchell of the transition of
the time of Jesusd phys
of the Spirit. But there is a lot more here. Jesus

descended from heaven at the Incarnation. As he said,
only the one who came from the Father can ascend to
the Father (see John 16:28). By ascending to the Fathe

in bodily form, the Ascen
oenn torf a nGooed ?205f Jesus® humani
domai n whence he wil/l cCo

the Catholic Church, 665). Jesus precedes us into

e heaven, so we can live in hope of being with Him some
day for ever. What does He do there? Jesus is
exandrsiagthis priestiyl minfstey p Jesusis pnayirtg ffior ua, |
interceding for us, and assuring the permanent
authoairing dfi the Holy Spiritc Betaluse desus wag ke

mup bodily, it is the pledge of the glorification of the

e whole person, body and soul. This is a big day for us as

bfhumansd someone like us, not just a Spirit, is in

heaven, and that gives us hope of following Jesus there

] someday. In August we celebrate the Assumption,

dvwherédwe agkreowledgeuhatMary, tod, s sow bodys a |
and soul in heaven.

The feast of Pentecostnext weekend, is the day the
Holy Spirit was poured out on the Apostles and those
gathered with them, and it is also the birth day of the
Church. Itis a time where we can celebrate all the
indifferences between us in language, appearance and
talents, and rejoice, because we are gathered together
, by the@Holy Spirit. n ¢he gtonydf the fowed o Babed, 6
God gave all the peoples different languages, which
isolated them from each other. On Pentecost, since
i they ¢ars nownspeak antd hesheard tarid artderstoode
all those languages, we see the tower of Babel story
turned upside down. The Spirit draws us together,
and makes us stronger together than we are separately.

i Weaate catled ente thia great mystery thia grdath
adventur e. Letds be
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CHURCH OF ST.PIUS V

Parish Office
Hours: Monday-Friday
9:00 arm4:00 pm
Office closed for lunch 14L3(Bamm.
Fax: 50%#2638005

Masses
Saturday 4:00 pm
Sunday 7:30 am & 9:00 am

Weekdays TuesdayFriday 8 am

410 Colvill St.| PWail épiBvci@rontiBraexnetd & énfessions Saturday 3:08:30 pm
Cannon Falls, MN 55009 Website: www.stpiusvcf.org Adoration 1st Friday —5pm
507-263-2578 Pastor: Father Jay Kythe
Emergency # 651229-5189 Retired: Fr. Leonard Siebenaler
CHURCH OF Parish Office Masses
SAINT JOSEPH | Hours: Monday-Friday Saturday 6:00 pm

23955 Nicolai Ave. E.
Hastings, MN 55033

9:00 am12:30 pm
Fax: 6514373506
E-mail: stjosephm@embargmail.cor

Sunday 8:00 am (Latin)
10:30 am

651437-3526 - SYOS! . "Weekdays M-5:00 pm 78:30 am
Emergency # Website: stjosephm.4lpi.com W-5:00 pm FB:30 am
651229-5189 Pastor Father Jay Kythe
Retired: Fr. Leonard Siebenaler | Confessions Saturday5:305:45 pm
CHURCH OF Parish Office Masses
: SAINT MARY Hours: Monday-Friday Sunday 8:00 am
ﬁ 7:458:45 am

8433 239th St. E.
Hampton, MN 55031

Fax: 6514373506
E-mail: stmarys@hughes.net

Weekdays M & F -7:30 am
Confessions Saturday9:009:30 am

05£4375540 Website: www.stmarysnewtrier.can
Emergency # : ' ' ion: ~
65]:5??2—00%2 Pastor: Father Stan Mader Adoration: Monday ~ 8 aAi pm
9522127826
CHURCH OF Parish Office Masses
SAINT Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday Saturday 5:00 pm
MATHIAS & Thursday afternoons Sunday 6:30 pm
23315 Northfield Blvd. Fax: 6514373427 Weekdays M & T-8:30 am
d Hampton, MN 55031 E-mail: oarishoff H Confessions Saturdavi:004:30
; 651437-9030 -mail: parisho |ce@st.mat ias.com Confessions Saturday4:00-4:30 pm
Website: www.stmathias.com .
Emergency # _ Adoration: Thursday ~ 9 anB pm
6515320052 Pastor: Father Stan Mader
952-2127826
CHURCH OF Parish Offi_ce Masses
SAINT JOHN | Hours: Monday & Friday Sunday 10:00 am
EI(_)IE;EV\I? '?\‘AF;I;]E;F Fax: 6514375652 Weekdays T-6:30 pm & W9 am
Vermillion, MN 55085 E- n;)al_l: §tjo_hr;lscverm@:b”t_) eveomm.nef Confessions Tuesday6:066:30 pm
651437-5652 Website: stjiohnsvermillion.com
Emeraency # Pastor: Father Stan Mader
651 5329_ 0052 9522127826

Please submit bulletin announcements to your Parish Secretary by 10:00 am Tuesday.
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Understanding
Church History
Father Jay Kythe

| have always been
I fascinatedby Church
history, partly because there are so
many misconceptions out there. My
travels to Jerusalem and Rome hav
raised many questions about the
story of our Catholic family heritage
This is probably why | have enjoyed
understanding the Bible from the
perspective of
history of salvation and how the
people of God were eventually
formed into the Church. Furthermey
what happens between the Acts of
the Apostles and the Book of
Revelation? We only have 2000 yea|
of this era so far to explore, and what
fascinating story that is as well! Amid
our sinfulness, it is amazing to see ha
God has worked among us.

Every one interestedn Church
history should have a few dates to
keep in mind as well as the flow of
history throughout the two thousanc
year period. Dates and events
become signposts by which we see
this flow of history. We do this in
our own lives. When asked about
details of my life, such as how long
has my brother been married, |
always recall that he got married
when | became Catholic, twenty
years ago. Likewise, we can do the
same in Church history. When did
St. Thomas Aquinas live? He lived
after the separation between the Eg
and the West (1054) and before the
Protestant Reformation (mid 16
century), so about the 18entury.

Ever since | became pastdive
years ago, my favorite signpost has
been October 7, 1571 and the Battl
Lepanto, that Pope St. Pius V callec
and asked everyone to pray the
Rosary for the defeat of the Ottoma
Turks which were invading. |
realized that St. Teresa of Avila and
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St. John of the Cross lived during that
time as they began their work of
reforming the Carmelite order. This
was the troublesome time after the
Protestant revolt and the Church
trying to reform herself, which, might
| add, she did splendidly, based upon
a recent survey of the™éentury at

€the Vatican museums. Many things
come into context with such
signposts along the way, especially
understanding how God worked
throughout these times, using weak,
haf, ar@ Srfubhunfah teihgd fo §or 0t
His work. He continues to do so
today, even using me as pastor of two
pari shes and touching
through me; or a man named Joseph
Ratzinger, an introvert who loves

'Sclassical music and cats, to become

athe Holy Father of our current times.

stWhat amazing things God can do

Wthrough a soul who surrenders to
Him! The story of our family history
is an inspiring tale of all of this, and
can help us become better people.

| am starting a studyof Church
history calledEpi¢a 20 part series, a
video and workbook based study. |
will host it at Saint Pius V Catholic
Church in Cannon Falls Wednesday
nights, starting May 26. It will begin
at 6:30 pm and go to 8:30 pm on
Wednesday nights, in the Lower
Level of the church. We will watch
two sessions per night, plus two
extra evenings for discussion and
guest speakers, for a total of 12
sessions (I want to be done by the
Send of August). The cost is $30 for
the workbook, payabl e
Saint Pius V.O0O Pl ease
office at 502632578 to register, so |
know how manyworkbooks to
order. Everyone from the 5 parish
~ ggFgion is welcome to attend (and
{ anyone else as well). | hope you can
come for a fun andformative time
nabout our family history!
For more information, check out
http://catholictimeline.com/
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