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Next Sunday is Palm Sundayalso
known as Passion Sunday, which you
know commemorates the day Jesus
triumphantly rode into Jerusalem.
According to the account as found in
Matthew, they cut branches from the
trees and carried them, or had them
strewn on the ground in front of the donkey.
(Matt hew 2 1 MHasannallBhessgd isshawh

comes i n t heEhisrs&amepsabnfll8f h
whi ¢ h a foisio thespaogessjon with leafy brar
even t orhetpalme brandhisa sign of victory,

then and now. The golden palm branch is given to t

winning film at some festivals; the elect in heaven w
avearing white robes and holding palm branches in
hands ( Revel ation 7:9); e
have a palm imprinted on them.

The original Palm Sundayprocession has been

reenacted in Jerusalem since at least the early 500s

They proclaim the gospel story of Palm Sunday on t
Mount of Olives, and then follow the traditional path
down the Mount of Olives to the city of Jerusalem w
people carrying palm branches. This custom
eventually spread throughout the Eastern Church, a
finally became popular in Europe around tffe 9

gospel and bless the palms, and then process while
singing some appropriate song. When reaching the
altar, we begin with the opening prayer and
immediately go to the first reading. The Passion is
read, often with the congregation participating in it,

for the gospel. The priest wears red vestments, one of
the few times that is done on a Sunday. The gospel is
not kissed by the priest at this Mass, because it
gcordains the death of Jesus.

epPalmAPassion Sundaypf course kicks off Holy Week.

chesing the weekday readings we hear of Jesus being
anointed for his burial by Mary, the sister of Lazarus;

h¢ he prediction of Peteros

efie terms for handing Jesus over. The first readings all

theieek are from the songs of the suffering servant, a

vseries of readingg from fsaiah which weeds Chrigians, r
find fit the life and death of Jesus very well.

Lent ends with sundown on Thursday, April 1. But
_immediately we begin a very short and intensive season
he alled the Triduum, which

This is Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday
tfand Easter Sunday. | know that looks like four days,

but if we remember the Jewish system of counting a
ndlay as starting at sundown and going to the next
sundown, it all makes sense. These days are powerful

century. But at the time the Palm Sunday processioniturgies for usd they contain all that is most

were beginning in Jerusalem, the church in the Wes
Rome, celebrated that Sunday as Passion Sunday.
Passion was read from the Gospel according to

Matthew, and the Pope commented on it as his hom

These days we do both: we begin the service
somewhere outside of the church, likely in the
basement or some other gathering space (outside if
could trust the weather), proclaim the Palm Sunday

t,important to us: the institution of the Eucharist, a call

The radical service to one
initiation of new members at the Easter Vigil, and the

ilyesurrection of Jesus. More another time.
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A Silent but Deadly Sin
Father Jay Kythe

‘ Just recently | was in the
office of a banker, and we
were doing some
necessary but time
consuming work. In the midst of ou
tasks, he struck up a conversation
with me, asking me about my life an
sharing with me about his. | realize
that there was something different
about him, that
customer but | was a human being
connecting with another. | also was
very aware that
too often. Based on some recent
teachings about the seven deadly
sins, | thought of the sin atedias
something many people deal with.

How often does your work lift your
soul? How often do you find life to
be drudgery? How often do you fee
that your days simply pass by, filled
with boredom, performing endless
tasks, staring at the clock, unable tg
wait for the end of the day, and not
thinking about tomorrow, when

there will be more of the same? We

live in a world in which many of us
want to escape. We go and see
movies, such asvatar wishing we
lived in that exciting world on the
screen. We entertain ourselves wit
idle gossip, distract ourselves with
television, sports, games, email,
texting, and many other modeway
distractions. And sometimes the
distractions even reach into the sinf
realm, with addictions to
pornography and alcoholism runnin
abound. We cand
even a halhour of silent meditation
or prayer, almost not being able to
endure the small sacrifice of eating
meat on Fridays of Lent, and the
incredible boredom of that 0.6% of
the whole week when we have to g

stand and waiting for a deer. | just
did a funeral for a farmer, and his
grandchildren loved riding with him
in the tractor for hours in a day.
Woul dndét this
difference? What makes us tick
sometimes, and at other times we
dondt feel al

=

dThe sin ohcediss precisely that

d malaise, that inertia, that inability

not to squeeze as much from life as

Wwe posaildyrcdint It i this i that 1
makes us stick to our routine and ng
creatively change it. Itis this sin that
mdkes sis ward te escadetintoh a |

mindless activities. It points to the
difference between boredom and

leisure. One person could find hour

of golf to be a boring endeavor,
another could find the same activity
as leisure, giving him life and joy.

| How much do we creatively engage

the world around us? Boredom only
arises when there is too much to do

not too little; and when there are toag
many toys designed to keep us from

being bored, not too few. Boredom
the fruit of acedia.

Rather, we need the time and space

to be creative, and creativity
generates productivity. It is the wor
of the banker who took the time to

n get to know me. ltis the sales
assistant who breaks the

monotonous script and actually talks

with customer. It is the person who
laughs during the tedious work of th
ulassembly line. Itis the leisure of
fishing, of taking delight in a walk,
gand of finding the snow and the rain

tefrebhim@ it is Segkiegithe presgng

of God in all things and at all times.
Above all it is the simple
conversation with God that fills our
souls with His grace and His
presence, at least, during that

D beautiful Sunday Mass when God
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or thriving?
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to Sunday Mass, that is, if we go. Orcomes to us. And the sacrifices of
the other hand, we sit through and | Lent can help us to combat acedig
enjoy lengthy sporting events, hours by squeezing as much life as we gan
of fishing on a lake or sitting in a tree out of our lives.




