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Last Friday, someone left an  
anti-Catholic tract in the menõs bathroom 
after the Fish Fry at St. Pius V in Cannon 
Falls.  Despite being offended that someone 
did thisñfor I would be more respectful if I 
went to an event in their churchñI was 

also amused by it.  Such things fall into the ranks of 
what is called apologeticsña technical term which 
doesnõt mean to apologize but rather to defend oneõs 
faith or beliefs.  I enjoy the challenge of explaining the 
teachings of the church to those who disagree with it.  
But I also realize that many Catholics are not prepared 
in apologetics.  When attacked with challenges to 
their faith, many Catholics are at a loss on how to 
defend it.  Therefore, I was also concerned that some 
Catholics may actually believe some of the numerous 
mistakes and misconceptions in the tract. 
 

The tract starts off by saying, òCatholic teaching 
opposes the biblical doctrine that is most essential to 
the Christian faithñthe doctrine of justification by faith 
alone (italics theirs).ó  Already there is a mistake: 
nowhere in Scripture does it say this.  It was Martin 
Luther who added the word òaloneó to Scripture.  
Rather the doctrine is about justification by faith.  
Period.  Our justification is by faith and not by works 
(Gal 2:16), yet our works must come out of our faith 
(James 2:17).  Faith always comes first. 
 

The tract continues to assert that òother Catholic 
doctrines deny that Christõs work of redemption is 
finished and that His atonement is sufficient.ó  They state 
this by thinking that the Mass repeats Christõs work of 
redemption and perhaps re-crucifies the Savior, or 
perhaps that our works are meritorious in this way.  In 
fact, the Catholic Church teaches that Christõs sacrifice 

was òonce and for all, (Rom 6:10)ó and that the Mass  
re-presents this one sacrifice with the priest standing there 
in the person of Christ.  In a sense at every Mass we are 
transported back to Mt Calvary and to Christõs work of 
salvation. 
 

Their òBrief History of Catholicismó is fraught with errors.  
First, it states that a worldly institution evolved out of the 
original apostolic church.  However, the early church 
fathers describe a hierarchical church as early as the 
second century; it can also be argued that Christõs 
intention was to found a church.  The tract also states 
that many pagan elements found their way into the 
sacraments; this is only partly true, for some of those 
elements were also Jewish elements (like vestments) and 
others were òChristianizedó in a Greek-speaking world 
(inculturation).  The Churchõs authorityñwhich Christ 
gave it (Matt 16:19, John 20:23)ñis challenged as òChurch 
councils began to exalt tradition above Scripture and 
condemn their opponents.ó   The early Church did as 
much.  The early Church councils ratified the canon of 
Scripture and fought heretics who would deny essential 
elements of who God, Christ, and Mary were.  The tract 
goes on to describe the 12th to the 16th centuries as times 
that were dominated by an oppressive Church; never 
mind that the Church protected western civilization from 
forces outside and within it and furthered teaching and 
science by creating universities.   Space does not permit 
me to go into each of the errors mentioned in the tract. 
 

Such tracts tend to divide people and are judgmental 
about the eternal salvation of people.  They go against 
Christõs own intention for unity.  We must pray for 
greater unity amongst our churches so that one day 
divisions may end.  We must also be prepared to 
defend our faith when attacked with such mistakes 
and misconceptions. 
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CHURCH OF ST. PIUS V 
410 Colvill St. W. Å P.O. Box 367 

Cannon Falls, MN 55009 
507-263-2578 

Emergency # 651-229-5189 

Parish Office 
Hours:   Monday-Friday 
                9:00 am-4:00 pm 

Office closed for lunch 11:30 am-12:30 pm. 

Fax:  507-263-8005 
E-mail:  stpiusvcf@frontiernet.net 
Website:  www.stpiusvcf.org 
Pastor:  Father Jay Kythe 
Retired: Fr. Leonard Siebenaler 

Masses 
Saturday  4:00 pm 
Sunday  7:30 am & 9:00 am 
 

Weekdays  Tuesday-Friday  8 am 
 

Confessions  Saturday 3:00-3:30 pm 
Adoration    1st Friday ~ 1 - 6 pm 
 

CHURCH OF 
SAINT  JOSEPH 

23955 Nicolai Ave. E. 
Hastings, MN 55033 

651-437-3526 
Emergency # 
651-229-5189 

Parish Office 
Hours:    Monday-Friday 
                  9:00 am-12:30 pm 
Fax:  651-437-3506 
E-mail: stjosephm@embarqmail.com 
Website:  stjosephm.4lpi.com 
Pastor  Father Jay Kythe 
Retired: Fr. Leonard Siebenaler 

Masses 
Saturday   6:00 pm 
Sunday       8:00 am (Latin) 
                    10:30 am 
 

Weekdays  M-5:00 pm  T-8:30 am 
                       W-5:00 pm  F-8:30 am 
 

Confessions  Saturday 5:30-5:45 pm 

CHURCH OF 
SAINT  MARY 
8433 239th St. E. 

Hampton, MN 55031 
651-437-5546 
Emergency # 
651-532-0052 

 

Parish Office 
Hours:  Monday-Friday 
                7:45-8:45 am 
Fax:  651-437-3506 
E-mail:  stmarys@hughes.net 
Website:  www.stmarysnewtrier.com 
Pastor:  Father Stan Mader 
                    952-212-7826 

Masses 
Sunday  8:00 am 
 

Weekdays  M & F -7:30 am 
 

Confessions  Saturday 9:00-9:30 am 
 

Adoration:  Monday ~  8 am - 8 pm 

CHURCH OF 
SAINT  

MATHIAS  
23315 Northfield Blvd. 
Hampton, MN 55031 

651-437-9030 
Emergency # 
651-532-0052 

Parish Office 
Hours:  Tuesday, Wednesday  
                & Thursday afternoons 
Fax:  651-437-3427 
E-mail: parishoffice@stmathias.com 
Website:  www.stmathias.com 
Pastor:  Father Stan Mader 
                     952-212-7826 
 

Masses 
Saturday  5:00 pm 
Sunday     6:30 pm 
 

Weekdays  M & T -8:30 am 
 

Confessions  Saturday 4:00-4:30 pm 
 

Adoration: Thursday ~ 9 am - 8 pm 

CHURCH OF 
SAINT JOHN  
THE BAPTIST 
106 W. Main St.  

Vermillion, MN 55085 
651-437-5652 
Emergency # 

                       651-532-0052 

Parish Office 
Hours:  Monday & Friday 
                   afternoons 
Fax:  651-437-5652 
E-mail: stjohnscverm@bevcomm.net 
Website: stjohns-vermillion.com 
Pastor:  Father Stan Mader 
                       952-212-7826 

 
Masses 

Sunday  10:00 am 
 

Weekdays T-6:30 pm & W-9 am 
 

Confessions  Tuesday 6:00-6:30 pm 
 

Please submit bulletin announcements to your Parish Secretary by 10:00 am Tuesday. 
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The snow banks have finally started to 
recede and we can begin to hope for 
Spring.  While the nights still have some 
bite, and a wind across the still  
snow-covered fields reminds us that a 
sweatshirt isnõt enough, most days have 
been feeling gentler on our face and hands.  
In the northern hemisphere Lent and Easter are 
perfectly timed.  In fact, the word òLentó comes from an 
Old English word meaning Spring.  As the earth is 
transformed, changing from winter to the hope of 
spring, we emerge from the cover of Lent into the joy of 
Easter.  Just as the snow banks are not gone yet, we 
still have about three weeks of journey to go in Lent. 
 

As I watch some piles of snow melt away however, Iõm 
interested to see what is uncovered.  There might be a 
few pieces of trash, even an article or two of clothing.  
There might be some toys or garden tools surprised by 
the first substantial and lasting snowfall.  What about 
what we find as the Lenten season ebbs and flows over 
us?  What are we uncovering within ourselves or about 
ourselves as we fast, pray or give alms?  Among those 
things what do we need to clean up and discard, and 
what is a cherished, almost forgotten joy that we have 
rediscovered?  Lent is not simply something to get 
through.  It is for changing ourselves and useful to 
prepare ourselves to recommit ourselves to the 
baptismal promises we make: to reject Satan and all his 
works and all his empty promises, as well as to 
embrace our belief in God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 

Some of the Dead Sea Scrolls will be on display at the 
Science Museum in St. Paul for the next seven months.  
These ancient scrolls, many of them copies of books of 
the Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament), were 
discovered in caves near the Dead Sea between the 
years of 1947 and 1952.  Many experts say the Dead Sea 
Scrolls were the most significant archaeological 
discovery of last century.  There are two reasons for 
this: the first is that it gave us copies of every book of 
the Old Testament, except Esther, that were hundreds 
of years older than anything else we had.  That lets us 
check the accuracy of copying of the Sacred Scriptures 
over the centuries.  The second reason for the 
importance of this discovery was that there were many 
other writings, mostly rules for a religious sect and 
commentary about other groups in Palestine at the 
time, which gives us a glimpse into the social and 
religious milieu of the time.  What makes that so 
important is that is covers the years of Jesusõ ministry.  
We learned so much about the Pharisees of the day and 

especially groups like the Sadducees (the temple 
priests) which help us understand the interplay 
between them and the early Church as found in the 
gospels.  Being able to put everything in the historical 
context gave us insight to the scriptures that either had 
been lost or unverified in accounts by contemporary 
historians such as Josephus.  I will get a preview of the 
exhibit this week.  It opens to the public on March 12.  
Advance tickets are suggested.  They arenõt cheap: as 
high as $28 for non-members, but as low as $8 for 
members.  For some of us it is worth it to gaze on 
scripture still read today but labored over 2,000 years 
ago.  The handwritten and illustrated St. Johnõs Bible, 
from the abbey and university in Collegeville, just now 
nearing completion, will also be part of the exhibit. 
 
 
 

If anyone is in the hospital and would like a visit, 
please call or have a family member call the parish 
office.  Privacy laws donõt allow us to simply scan 
hospital rosters as we were once able to do to see 
whether we know anyone currently hospitalized.  We 
will make the effort to visit you.  Thank you! 
 
Please pray for those who are in the RCIA process, 
and for our children who are preparing for 
Confirmation and First Communion.  These are 
important weeks for them. 



Stations of the Cross will 
be prayed on Wednesdays 
during Lent from 7:05 -7:30 
pm.  This will give one an 
extra opportunity to pray 

the Stations when coming to 
church for Faith Formation classes. 
 

Fall Festival Chairpersons are 
still needed for the 2010 Event.  
Please call the parish office if you 
are interested. 
 

If you are interested in joining 
our adult choir please come to the 
practices.  Music Practice for Holy 
Week and Easter will be as 
follows: 3/16 at 5:30, 3/23 at 5:30, 
3/25 at 6:30 and 3/30 at 5:30. 
 

Are you interested in being in an 
intercessory prayer group?  The  
St. Pius V Prayer Group will be 
holding an informational meeting 
Tuesday, April 6th at 7 pm (note 
the change in date) in the church 
proper.  If you would like to be a 
part of a group that focuses on 
helping you to develop a deeper 
interior prayer life, come and see 
what weõre about.  For more 
information call Paula Gergen at 
263-3019. 

 

Anyone wishing to 
purchase flowers and/or 
decorations for Easter 
may put the money in the 
collection basket marked 

as such. Flowers are $15.00.  If for a 
memorial please indicate that with 
your contribution. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SEE YOU AT 
THE FRY!!! 
Our St. Pius V 
Community 
Lenten Fish Fry continues on 
Fridays through March 26th, 
serving from 5-7 pm.  Cost is $8 for 
adults, $4 for kids age 5-12 or  
$25 per family.  It is all you can eat.  
Take out or delivery are available 
by calling ahead at 263-4680.  
Volunteers are still needed, call 
Rob or Cheryl Siebenaler at  
507-951-0839 or 
rsieben@frontiernet.net to sign up. 
 

We served 350 people on Friday, 
March 5th:  297 adults and 53 kids. 
 

WE ARE ONE BODYé 
 If you have not already 
contributed to the 2010 Catholic 
Services Appeal, please do so at 
this time.  Envelopes can be found 
at the ends of the pews.    
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ST. PIUS V 
PARISH CALENDAR 

Saturday, March 13 
 9-10:30 am Gr 10 Confirmation Breakfast 
 3:00ñ3:30 pm Reconciliation 
 4:00 pm  Mass for Barye Ruiz À 
Sunday, March 14 
 7:30 am Mass for St. Pius V Parish Family 
 9:00 am Mass for Souls in purgatory 
  Elemenatry FF Donut Sunday 
Monday, March 15 
 6:30 pm Little Flowers Girl Club in LL 
Tuesday, March 16 NO Daily Mass 
Wednesday, March 17 
 8:00 am  Mass for Jim Viall À 
 6:00-7:00 pm Elementary Faith Formation 
 7:15-8:30 pmJr & Sr High Faith Formation 
  Grade 10 Faith Sharing Manuals due 
 7:05-7:30 pm Stations of the Cross in 
  Church for our parish family 
Thursday, March 18 
 8:00 am  Mass for Jeanette Fox 
  94th Birthday Blessing 
 6:40 pm KC Prayer Service 
  with meeting to follow 
Friday, March 19 
 8:00 am Mass for  Angela Erickson 
  Birthday Blessing 
 4:30 pm Stations of the Cross 
 5:00-7:00 pm Lenten Fish Fry 
Saturday, March 20 
 3:00ñ3:30 pm Reconciliation 
 4:00 pm  Mass for Souls in Purgatory  
Sunday, March 21 
 7:30 am  Mass for  St . Pius V Parish Family 
 9:00 am  Mass for Protection of Unborn 

SUNDAY STEWARDSHIP 
March 7, 2010 

Adult ................................................. $5,826.00 
Plate ....................................................... $341.61 
Youth ...................................................... $32.24 
Godõs Poor .......................................... $486.00 
Fish Fry Income ............................. $2,702.20 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

As per our fiscal budget, the amount 
needed from our adult weekly 

stewardship is $6,100. 

PARISH STAFF 
Pastor:  Fr. Jay Kythe 
    Email: jkythe@frontiernet.net 
Business Administrator:  Mrs. Mickey Kimmes 
    Parish Office:  507-263-2578 
    Email: stpiusvcf@frontiernet.net 
Elementary Faith Formation: 
    Mrs. Jean Edstrom: 507-263-4680 
Jr/Sr High/Confirmation Faith Formation: 
    Mrs. Debbie Bauer: 507-263-4680 
Jr/Sr High Facebook Page: 
 St. Pius V Faith Formation 
Faith Formation Admin. Asst: 
    Linda Rogers:  507-263-4800 
Music Director: Ms. Sue Franke 
Church Maintenance/Cemetery: 
    Jim Cylkowski:  507-263-2578 
Prayer Network:  
    Ms. Rosemary Pirrung: 507-263-5321 
Nursery:  9:00am Sunday Mass 

mailto:rsieben@frontiernet.net
mailto:parishsecretary@frontiernet.net

