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Thereõs nothing funny about this article.  
In fact, it is an article about a rather unique 
quality that God instilled within the human 
person that specifically distinguishes him 
above and beyond all the animals: the quality 
of having humor and being able to laugh.  
Consider the great landscape of parody, 
impersonation, satire, understatement, 

hyperbole, irony, wit, slapstick, and practical jokes.  
Someone with a good sense of humor notices the 
disproportion in all of this.  It calls to mind people such as 
Abbott and Costello, or even Mr. Bean (Rowan Atkinson).  
These were masters of good humor who recognized that 
humor actually offers a threat to people, a threat to the basic 
principles that undermine our daily lives.  When we realize 
that this threat isnõt what it appears to be, we laugh out of 
relief, a quick tension-then-release.   The very thing is funny 
because it isnõt what it appears to be. 
 

Good humor is an aid to Christian joy and a catharsis to 
those who suffer.  Good humor helps people endure the 
ironies and the aches and pains of daily life.  Note the 
success of Seinfeld, which poked fun at common, ordinary, 
and mundane things about life and relationships.  Good 
humor usually pokes fun at things people can change, and 
can often be liberating.  We must be able to laugh at 
ourselves.  It lightens our loads and makes us feel better.  It 
is a fantastic way to let things go.  It is a quality that God 
instilled within the human person to better handle the 
stresses of being fallen people hanging out among other 
fallen people. 
 
 

On the other hand, bad humor attacks things that people 
cannot change; it does not edify but is tasteless, 
inappropriate, and humiliating.  This is why sarcasm can be 
so devastating in the spiritual life; it can bite and kill good 

people by fostering a sense of disrespect and humiliation.  
Our fallen natures come out woefully when we get involved 
with bad humor.  It would be an interesting discussion to 
consider why so many people like sitcoms, which are 
usually filled with bad humor.  Certainly that discussion 
would be part of a larger discussion about how television 
undermines the very basis of culture and society. 
 

Why does humor threaten?  Humor reminds us of our 
fragility and is threatening to the proud and those who take 
themselves too seriously.  A lack of humor can be a sign of a 
depressed spirit, or a proud one.  A lack of humor can be a 
signal that something is amiss in our lives.  The closer we 
get to God, who made us to experience humor, can help us 
live life with that spirit of joy that marks the Christian.  The 
world is passing away, and the greatest good is God 
Himself.  Keeping our eyes fixed on heavenõs shores can 
make us see humor in the things around us. 
 

As my favorite theologian G.K. Chesterton said, òThe 
comedy of man survives the tragedy of man.ó  As tragic as this life 
is, the humor of the human person lifts us up to the 
recognize the reality that God made us stronger than we 
oftentimes think and enables us to laugh in the face of the 
evil one.  So go home and share a good joke with someone 
today! 
 

Hereõs one: As a stockbroker gets out of his BMW, a car 
sideswipes him and shears off the driver side door. When 
the police arrive, the stockbroker is apoplectic.  òSee what 
that idiot did to my beautiful Bimmer?ó he shouts. òDo you 
know what this car costs?ó  òSiró, says the police officer, 
òYou're so worried about your car that you havenõt even 
noticed that your left arm was ripped off.ó  The stockbroker 
takes a look at where his arm once was and screams, 
òWhereõs my Rolex?ó  (Readerõs Digest, April 2009, sent to 
me by my father.) 
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CHURCH OF ST. PIUS V 
410 Colvill St. W. Å P.O. Box 367 

Cannon Falls, MN 55009 
507-263-2578 

Emergency # 651-229-5189 

Parish Office 
Hours:   Monday-Friday 
                9:00 am-4:00 pm 
Office closed for lunch 11:30 am-12:30 pm. 
Fax:  507-263-8005 
E-mail:  stpiusvcf@frontiernet.net 
Website:  www.stpiusvcf.org 
 

Masses 
Saturday  4:00 pm 
Sunday  7:30 am & 9:00 am 
Confessions  Saturday 3:00-3:30 pm 
Pastor:  Father Jay Kythe 
Retired: Fr. Leonard Siebenaler 
Adoration :  1st Friday ~ 1 - 6 pm 

CHURCH  D IRECTORY  2 

CHURCH OF 
SAINT  

MATHIAS  
23315 Northfield Blvd. 
Hampton, MN 55031 

651-437-9030 
Emergency # 
651-532-0052 

Parish Office 
Hours:  Monday  8:00 am-5:00 pm,  
                    or by appointment 
Fax:  651-437-3427 
E-mail: parishoffice@stmathias.com 
Website:  www.stmathias.com 
 
 

Masses 

Saturday  5:00 pm 
Sunday     6:30 pm 
Confessions  Saturday 4:00-4:30 pm 

 
Pastor:  Father Stan Mader 
                    952-212-7826 
Adoration: Thursday ~ 9 am - 8 pm 

CHURCH OF 
SAINT  JOSEPH 

23955 Nicolai Ave. E. 
Hastings, MN 55033 

651-437-3526 
Emergency # 
651-229-5189 

Parish Office 
Hours:    Monday-Friday 
                  9:00 am-12:30 pm 
Fax:  651-437-3506 
E-mail: stjosephm@embarqmail.com 
Website:  stjosephm.4lpi.com 
 

Masses 
Saturday   6:00 pm 
Sunday       8:00 am (Latin) 
                    10:30 am 
Confessions  Saturday 5:30-5:45 pm 
Pastor  Father Jay Kythe 
Retired: Fr. Leonard Siebenaler 

CHURCH OF 
ST. MARY 

8433 239th St. E. 
Hampton, MN 55031 

651-437-5546 
Emergency # 
651-532-0052 

 

Parish Office 
Hours:  Monday-Friday 
                7:45-8:45 am 
Fax:  651-437-3506 
E-mail:  stmarys@hughes.net 
Website:  www.stmarysnewtrier.com 
 
 

Masses 
Sunday  8:00 am 
Confessions  Saturday 9:00-9:30 am 

 
Pastor:  Father Stan Mader 
                    952-212-7826 
Adoration:  Monday ~  8 am - 8 pm 

CHURCH OF 
ST. JOHN  

THE BAPTIST 
106 W. Main St.  

Vermillion, MN 55085 
651-437-5652 
Emergency # 

                       651-532-0052 

Parish Office 
Hours:  MondayñFriday 
                12:30 -4:00 pm  
Fax:  651-437-5652 
E-mail: stjohnscverm@bevcomm.net 
Website: stjohns-vermillion.com 
 
 

Masses 
Sunday  10:00 am 
Confessions  Tuesday 6:00-6:30 pm 

 
Pastor:  Father Stan Mader 
                    952-212-7826 

Please submit bulletin announcements to your Parish Secretary by 10:00 am Tuesday. 
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I hope many of you will attend some 
Catholic Schools Week events this 
week or next.  St. Johnõs in Vermillion 
will have a brunch on Sunday, January 
31st following an all-school Mass.  The 
brunch will run from 11:00 to 1:00 with 
an open house and book sale coinciding 
with that.  Among the events during the 
week will be a Mass on Friday at 11:00 and a family 
picnic. 
 
St. Mathias in Hampton will have an all-school 
Mass Sunday, January 31st at the 6:30 pm Mass with 
refreshments to follow.  Their Mass during the week 
is at 8:30 on Tuesday ð everyone is always welcome to 
attend that.  On Saturday, February 6th there will be 
an Open House from 6:00-6:30, following the 5:00 
Mass.  Stay around for bingo, pizza and a bake sale. 
 
Many people in this area benefitted from a Catholic 
school education.  Make sure the current and 
following generations have that possibility in this 
area as well. 
 
Tuesday this week is February 2 ð Ground Hogõs 
Day.  In the church calendar, it is the feast of the 
Presentation of the Lord, also known as Candlemas.  
This is the 40th day after Christmas.  We celebrate 
Jesus being taken to the temple.  At some Masses 
there is a procession of light on that day, with people 
carrying candles to the altar, just as Jesus the Light of 
the World was brought into the temple.  Candlemas 
is also the day that the church candles used in the 
following year are blessed. Some of those candles are 
used the next day for the blessing of throats on St. 
Blaise Day.  Does the Feast of the Presentation of the 
Lord have anything to do with groundhogõs day?  In 
an odd way it does.  February 2nd is groundhogõs day 
because it is also a òcut over day.ó  It is the  
mid-way day of the winter season ð half way between 
the first day of winter and the first day of spring. If 
the groundhog sees its shadow, it goes back in the 
ground for six more weeks, until the first day of 
spring.  Otherwise, it is an early spring.  Candles 
separate the light from the darkness.  They also create 
shadows ð unless the light is within us.  If we see 
shadows, we might be frightened of the darkness.  If 
we have the light of Christ in us, we become light for 
others. 
 
 

Next Sunday we will be showing a video that tells 
you about the Catholic Services Appeal, what many 
of us still might call the Annual Archbishopõs Appeal.  
In the following week you will receive some material 
from the Archdiocese about this collection as well, 
and on the weekend of Feb 13-14 we will collect the 
pledge cards for it.   This collection is often 
misunderstood.  It is not simply another second 
collection, nor is it money for the Archbishop, or even 
directly for the Archdiocese.  It helps us all, as 
members of the local, that is, diocesan church do the 
things we need to do as church, and to do the things 
no parish can do by itself.  No parish can afford to run 
a seminary, for example, nor could one parish 
adequately subsidize a retirement home for priests, 
pay for hospital or prison ministry, operate Catholic 
Charities and a dozen other groups.  You will hear 
more about this campaign and the ways each of our 
parishes benefit from it in the coming weeks. 
 
Planning ahead: Wednesday, February 17, is Ash 
Wednesday.  It starts the season of Lent.  Easter is 
April 4th this year.  Pray for us as we plan liturgies, 
and please be open to helping with those liturgies if 
you are asked.  During part of Lent we are down to 
two priests available for five parishes ð last year you 
had at least three.  Many of the Lenten services, such 
as stations of the cross, can be led by lay people. 



WELCOME TO 
THE FAMILY OF 
GODé. 
Welcome  
Lexie Ann Rouse, 
daughter of James 
Rouse and Johnna 

VanBoxel, baptized on Sunday, 
January 24, 2010. 
 

The 7th grade retreat is February 
27th & 28th.  The first team 
meeting will be Thursday, January 
28th at St. Pius V at 7:00 pm. We'll 
set our other meetings up at that 
time.  If anyone is interested in 
serving on this team, please come 
to the meeting.  We are always in 
need of Juniors/Seniors in High 
School and young adult age for 
table leaders, and other adults/
youth to work on the Etc. team or 
lunch crew or prayer chapel. 
 
 

NEEDS RIDE TO RED WING 
FOR DIALYSISé.We have a 
parishioner, Charlotte Graunke, 
who after spending a year plus in 
the nursing home will be able to 
join her husband in an assisted 
living within Cannon Falls if we 
can get a driver to take her to 
dialysis in Red Wing.   Please 
check the bulletin boards at all 
entrances for more information.    
 

Give the BEST 
Valentine gift 
possible!  Attend the 
February 13~14 
Marriage Encounter. 

Weekends are held at the Dakota 
Ridge Hotel on 35E and Yankee 
Doodle in Eagan.   Visit 
www.marriages.org for a listing of 
retreats or call 651.454.3238. 
 
 

NO Daily Mass until the week of 
February 10th. 
 
Eucharistic Adoration this Friday 
from 1:00ñ6:00 pm 

 
 

One Body In Christé.. 
Catholic Services Appealé. 

Your gift to the 2010 Catholic 
Services Appeal reaches out to the 
countless people in need 
throughout our Archdiocese.  No 
matter where you turn, you find 
someone who will benefit from 
your kindness.  Please consider 
pledging your support to this 
worthwhile endeavor.  The Appeal 
Weekend is February 13 & 14. 
 

Fathers Leonard and Martin 
Siebenaler will be gone south for 
the next six weeks.  We wish them 
safe travel and warm weather.  In 
light of this, please take note of the 
adjustments to the daily Mass 
schedule as listed in the parish 
calendar column.  Fr. Jay will be 
gone on the annual retreat with the 
Companions of Christ during the 
first week of February, so most 
daily Masses will be cancelled.  
Please visit our neighboring 
parishes for daily Mass.   
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ST. PIUS V 
PARISH CALENDAR 

Sunday, January 31 
 7:30 am Mass for St. Pius V Parish Family 
 9:00 am Mass for victims of 
  Earthquake in Haiti 
Monday, February 1 
Tuesday, February 2 
  NO Mass 
Wednesday, February 3 
  No Mass 
 6:00-7:00 pm Elementary Faith Formation 
 7:15-8:30 pmJr & Sr High Faith Formation 
Thursday, February 4 
  NO Mass 
Friday, February 5 
 1:00  - 6:00 pm Eucharistic Adoration 
Saturday, February 6 
 3:00ñ3:30 pm Reconciliation 
 4:00 pm  Mass for  
Sunday, February 7 
 7:30 am Mass for 
 9:00 am   

SUNDAY STEWARDSHIP 
January 24, 2010 

Adult ................................................ $5,423.00 
Plate ...................................................... $226.22 
Youth ....................................................... $26.71 
Godõs Poor ............................................. $25.00 
Fuel ......................................................... $90.00 
Haiti Relief......................................... $240.00 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

As per our fiscal budget, the amount 
needed from our adult weekly 

stewardship is $6,100. 

PARISH STAFF 
Pastor:  Fr. Jay Kythe 
    Email: jkythe@frontiernet.net 
Business Administrator:  Mrs. Mickey Kimmes 
    Parish Office:  507-263-2578 
    Email: stpiusvcf@frontiernet.net 
Elementary Faith Formation: 
    Mrs. Jean Edstrom: 507-263-4680 
Jr/Sr High/Confirmation Faith Formation: 
    Mrs. Debbie Bauer: 507-263-4680 
Faith Formation Admin. Asst: 
    Linda Rogers:  507-263-4800 
Music Director: Ms. Sue Franke 
Church Maintenance/Cemetery: 
    Jim Cylkowski:  507-263-2578 
Prayer Network:  
    Ms. Rosemary Pirrung: 507-263-5321 
Nursery:  9:00am Sunday Mass 

http://www.marriages.org
mailto:parishsecretary@frontiernet.net

